
 

 

Grading Guide for Report Cards - Grades K - 5 
 

1 Below time-of-the-year grade level expectations 

2 Approaching time-of-the-year grade level expectations 

3 Meets time-of-the-year grade level expectations 

4 Exceeds grade level expectations at time-of-the-year 

N/A or * Standard not assessed at this time 
 

★ A mark of “1”:  Indicates that a student’s proficiency with skills and concepts within the 
standard are below the grade level expectation for the time-of-the-year. A student’s 
instructional level indicates a need for additional instruction and teacher support. 

 
★ A mark of “2”:  Indicates a student’s proficiency with skills and concepts within the standard are 

in close range of the grade level expectation for the time-of-the-year, but requires the support 
and assistance from teachers and/or materials to demonstrate understanding. 

 
★ A mark of “3”:  Indicates that a student’s progress with skills and information meets the grade 

level expectations for the time-of-the-year. Students demonstrate understanding 
independently and require little or no adult support to demonstrate proficiency. A student 
mastering skills and concepts at grade level will find themselves at level “3”, which indicates 
strong or excellent work at the expected grade level. 

 
★ A mark of “4”:  Indicates the “next level” of student learning. A student’s progress exceeds 

expectations for the standards because the student has demonstrated mastery in terms of 
knowledge, but also applies that knowledge in ways that go beyond expectations.  

 
★ A mark of N/A or *:  Indicates an area that is not assessed at that time of year. 

 

Behaviors that Support Learning Rubric 
 

C Consistently respectful, responsible, and safe. 

S  Sometimes respectful, responsible, and safe. 

R Rarely respectful, responsible, and safe. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

➢ Why does our school district use Standards Based Grading (SBG)? 
The short answer of why we use SBG in grades K - 5 is that it focuses on guiding instruction versus 
showing how much work a student completed, Quality over Quantity.  Using detailed rubrics, teachers 
can see their students’ proficiency within the standards.  From there, they can make informed 
decisions for their lessons and teaching practices.  SBG also gives more opportunities for mastery by 
allowing for multiple exposures of content and ongoing teacher assessment. 
 

➢ What grading marks should I expect to see? 
While you may see some marks of “1” and “2” for the first grading period as the beginning of the year 
is spent reviewing and introducing skills and concepts and allowing students practice to develop 
independence.  You may also see marks of “3” or “4”.  The Minnesota Mathematics Academic 
Standards (MMSS) and The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) identify what students are 
expected to know by the end of their grade level.  However, ISD #318 Grand Rapids & Bigfork 
Schools have set “time-of-year” grade level expectations that teachers will use to assign grades. 
These “time-of-year” grade level expectations can be viewed on the respective grade Report Card 
Rubrics. 
 

➢ How do I help my student “get a 4”? 
Remember, a mark of “3” indicates that a student is meeting grade-level expectations with 
independence and excellence. With high and challenging expectations, a “3” is exactly where a 
competent student should be. “Getting a 4” is not about what more a student can do or complete, 
rather, it is what a student knows, and at what level she/he applies what is known to new and higher- 
level situations that exceed what is explicitly taught in class. The shift in thinking from the A,B,C,D, F 
letter grades is that “3” is the top for the grade level and should be celebrated as such. 
 

➢ How will my student have the opportunity to demonstrate “level 4” thinking? 
Classroom teachers have common formative and summative assessments that are used to measure 
proficiency of the grade level standards. In addition to these assessments, grade level teachers have 
common formative assessment tasks to present to students demonstrating independence and 
mastery of skills and concepts. These tasks are asking students to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to higher level critical thinking tasks. 
 

➢ Is it possible for my child to “drop” from one mark to another? 
It is important to note that the student does not necessarily drop a grade. The proficiency score is an 
indication of performance throughout the school year. In other words, the concepts are introduced 
and reinforced all throughout the year. Therefore, a student who demonstrates a proficiency score of 
3 in first trimester/quarter could earn a 2 in second trimester/quarter depending upon the retention of 
the skill and concept for the student. This shift from a 3 to a 2 indicates the student understands the 
major elements of the concept but may need more guided and independent practice. 
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